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Groundwater Issues

• Groundwater at 
Various Scales
– County-wide
– Watershed or 

Subregion
– Site

• It’s About Land Use
– Development: How 

Much?  Where?  
Density?



County-Wide Scale

• General GW 
Availability & 
Vulnerability

• Anecdotal Info on 
Groundwater

• Comprehensive Plan

• Testing & Outreach



Land Use Plan - Development Areas & 
Rural Areas

Development 
Areas



Rural Area Water Supplies

• Private, 
Individual Wells

• Central Systems



Albemarle County Groundwater Data Base



Testing & 
Outreach



Watershed or Subregion 
Scale

• Spatial Distribution for 
availability & 
vulnerability

• Land Use Patterns

• Central Systems

• Public Health



Pilot GW Study: Groundwater & Land Use









Site Scale
• Impacts of Development 

on gw quantity & quality

• Verify adequate supply

• Off-site impacts

• Septic Fields

• Homeowner Practices



Groundwater Committee

• “Good Development 
Practices”

• Testing & Reporting 
Standards for 
Development

• Central Systems


