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Local U. S. Geological Survey Office Gears Up for Isabel
As Hurricane Isabel heads for the Mid-Atlantic States, USGS personnel in Richmond and Marion, Virginia, and in other states in Isabel’s path, are readying equipment for heading out into the storm. Their mission: Collect streamflow measurements and water-quality samples to document flooding and water-quality conditions as a result of the storm. These data are used for flood prediction and for numerous short- and long-term environmental studies. 
Water-quality sampling is important during and after storms because storm runoff can wash large amounts of nutrients, sediment, pesticides, and other contaminants into rivers, streams, and Chesa​peake Bay. 

Follow the progress of Virginia’s rising rivers on the Web:  http://waterdata.usgs.gov/va/nwis/rt
More storm information from the USGS may be found at: http://va.water.usgs.gov/floodwatch/isabel.htm
The USGS serves the nation by providing reliable scientific information to describe and understand the Earth; minimize loss of life and property from natural disasters; manage water, biological, energy, and mineral resources; and enhance and protect our quality of life.

*** USGS ***

Possible photo opportunity: USGS teams will be working across Virginia until the storm is past. If you’re interested in doing a field interview, call Martha Erwin at 804-261-2623 to set it up.
